Andrew Marvell was born in 1621 near Hull, fourth child of the rector
of the parish. He was a clever and studious boy and did well both at
grammar school and at Trinity College, Cambridge. He left the
university with the reputation of a scholar and spent the next four
years travelling and becoming an able linguist. In 1650 he was
appointed tutor to Lord Fairfax’s daughter and spent the two following
years in the country. It was in these years that he wrote Upon
Appleton House and The Garden, and probably most of his well-
known lyrics. In 1657 he was made Latin Secretary for the Puritan
Commonwealth, succeeding John Milton. From the time of his leaving
Fairfax’s employment and entering the wider world Marvell had been
engaged in writing verse which in no way resembled his great lyrical
poetry. This verse was occasional and satirical and was published
anonymously, or circulated only in manuscript. Marvell was elected
Member of the Parliament for Hull in 1659 and continued to represent
the city until his death in 1678. During his years in Parliament he
became known as a prose pamphleteer. His most famous pamphlet is
The Rehearsal Transpos’d, a spirited plea for religious toleration.

Marvell is the poet who best embodies the typical characteristics of
the Puritan Age: the unity of thought and feeling; the coexistence of
high rhetoric with wit, of seriousness with lightness, of political
commitment and personal serenity. Though a puritan, his poetry was
marked by sensuality and passion for life as well as a flexible style
and a complex language.
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Andrew Marvell nacque nel 1621 vicino Hull, quarto figlio del pastore.
Era un ragazzo intelligente e ando bene sia alla scuola di grammatica
che al Trinity College, Cambridge. Lascio 'universita con la
reputazione di dotto e trascorse i successivi quattro anni viaggiando e
diventando un abile linguista. Nel 1650 fu nominato tutore della figlia
di Fairfax e trascorse i due anni successivi nella contea. Fu in questi
giorni che scrisse Su Appleton House ed Il Giardino, €
probabilmente molte delle sue liriche piu conosciute. Nel 1657 fu
nominato Segretario Latino per la Repubblica Puritana, succedendo a
John Milton. Dal momento della sua partenza per I'impiego di Fairfax
e l'ingresso nel mondo in generale Marvell era stato occupato a
scrivere versi che in alcun modo assomigliavano alla sua grande
poesia lirica. Questo tipo di verso era occasionale e satirico e fu
pubblicato in forma anonima, o messo in circolazione solo su
manoscritto. Marvell fu eletto Membro del Parlamento per Hull nel
1659 e continud a rappresentare la citta fino alla sua morte nel 1678.
Durante i suoi anni in Parlamento divenne conosciuto come
panflettista di prosa. Il suo opuscolo piu famoso ¢ The Rehearsal
Transpos’d, una preghiera spiritual per la tolleranza religiosa.

Marvell € il poeta che meglio incarna le caratteristiche tipiche dell’era
Puritana: I'unita del pensiero e del sentimento, la coesistenza di alta
retorica e buonsenso, di serieta e leggerezza, dell'impegno politico e
della serenita personale. Nonostante puritana, la sua poesia era
segnata da sensualita e passione per la vita cosi come da uno stile
flessibile e da un linguaggio complesso.
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