Life and main works

Robert Louis Stevenson was born in Edinburgh in 1850. Because of
his poor health he spent most of his childhood in bed, terrified of the
dark room and tutored at home under the influence of his family’s
Calvinism. In his adolescence he travelled a lot in search of a more
friendly climate; he lived in the South of England, Germany, France
and Italy. He took up engineering at University, following in his
father’s footsteps, but he was not enthusiastic about it. All the time
he was in conflict with his social environment, the respectable
Victorian world; he grew his hair long, his manners were eccentric
and he became one of the first examples of the bohemian in Britain,
openly rejecting his family’s religious principles and the love for
respectability. After giving up engineering, he graduated in law in
1875 and decided to devote himself to writing. He married an
American woman, Fanny Osbourne, and since his health was
deteriorating, they moved to Australia and Thaiti, settling down at
Vailima in Samoa. He died of a brain haemorrhage in 1894.
Stevenson became popular as a novelist in the 1880s when he
published Treasure Island (1883), The Strange Case of Dr Jeckyll
and Mr Hyde (1889), Kidnapped (1886) and The Master of
Ballantrae (1889). His short stories, pervaded by a sense of suspense
and supernatural, worthy of Edgar Allan Poe, were collected as New
Arabian Nights (1882).
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Robert Louis Stevenson nacque ad Edimburgo nel 1850. A causa della
sua salute cagionevole egli trascorse la maggior parte della sua
infanzia a letto, terrorizzato dalla stanza buia e controllato a casa
sotto l'influenza della sua famiglia Calvinista. Durante la sua
adolescenza viaggio un po’ alla ricerca di un clima piu mite; visse a
Sud dell'Inghilterra, in Germania, Francia e Italia. Scelse ingegneria
all’'Universita, seguendo le orme di suo padre, ma non ne era
entusiasta. Per tutto il tempo fu in contrasto con 'ambiente sociale, il
rispettabile mondo Vittoriano; si crebbe i capelli, i suoi modi erano
eccentrici e divenne uno dei primi esempi di bohemien in Gran
Bretagna,che rifiutava apertamente i principi religiosi della sua
famiglia e I’'amore per la rispettabilita. Dopo aver lasciato ingegneria,
si laureo in legge nel 18735 e decise di votare sé stesso alla scrittura.
Sposo una donna americana, Fanny Osbourne, e da quando la sua
salute peggioro, si trasferirono in Australia e ad Thaiti, stabilendosi a
Vailima in Samoa. Egli mori per emorragia cerebrale nel 1894.
Stevenson divenne popolare come scrittore di romanzi negli anni 80
quando pubblico (1883),
(1889), (1886) e

(1889). I suoi racconti brevi, pervasi da un senso di
tensione e dal soprannaturale, degni di Edgar Allan Poe, sono stati
raccolti come (1882).
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