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“The Ace has an unparalleled and almost religious significance to an ever-increasing numbers of riders from around the world who share the passion. The bikes and the music may change but the spirit remains the same.”
-Ace Café-

Ace Café
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Motorcycles, rock n’ roll and Ace Café… Three simple expressions, which represent perhaps the most powerful fusion, not only in yesterday’s and today’s bike scenario worldwide, but also in tomorrow’s.

At Ace Café you can find new friends, feel the freedom and have a sense of independence that comes with motorcycle ownership.
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North Circular Road in London is where the first Ace Café opened in 1938; originally established as a café for truck drivers, it soon became a motorcyclist hangout and over time it was transformed into an icon for motorcycle enthusiasts worldwide. In world war two the building was badly damaged during an air raid and was forced to reopen in temporary accommodation until the original building was rebuilt in 1949.

By the early fifties Ace Café was home to a new generation of bikers, fuelled by rock n’ roll and love for motorbikes they spawned a new image of  rebellion and disregard for social rules.

Wearing leather jackets and jeans they could regularly be found  racing their powerful machines up and down North Circular Road.[image: image3.jpg]



The government enforcing speed limits along British roads only further enticed  the regulars of Ace Café.

Not only did it have a big influence on motorcycle culture but also  became the birthplace of some of the most successful bands of the rock n’ roll era (such as Johnny Kidd and the Pirates). 

The late sixties saw the end of the rock n’ roll culture that Ace Cafe had become infamous for, and as the popularity of rock n’ roll music died so did the popularity of the café and by 1969 it was closed.

Nevertheless   its spirit and legend lived on through  generations of bikers so much so that in 1994 the first Ace Cafè reunion attracted over 12,000 people and the annual event has been growing ever since. [image: image4.jpg]



In 2001 Ace Cafè was officially reopened on its historical location. It still embodies the original values and lifestyle that it once did. Its reputation has spread far and wide and now the annual reunion attracts riders from all across Europe, America and Australia.

[image: image5.wmf]
 Isle of Man and Tourist Trophy
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The Island's balanced economy combines traditional industries such as agriculture, fishing and tourism with areas of recent growth such as financial services.

The Island's economic progress in recent years has achieved a rapidly rising National Income and very low levels of unemployment. With excellent educational, health and social policies, the Isle of Man provides a unique quality of life which is appreciated and treasured by all residents both old and new. 

The Isle of Man has a colourful heritage, diverse scenic beauty and there are many leisure activities to offer. The tourism industry is well established and the Island provides a fantastic location for short-breaks or for conferences. Some of the most famous activities on the Island involve motor sports and include the TT (Tourist trophy).
Due to the influence of the surrounding Irish Sea, the Island's climate is temperate. In winter, snowfall and frost are not frequent. April, May and June are the driest months whilst May, June and July are the sunniest. July and August are the warmest months.
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The Tourist Trophy was valid as the Grand Prix of Great Britain from the first edition of Grand Prix motorcycle racing in 1949 until 1975, when it was excluded from the calendar because it was too dangerous a circuit.

After the first years dominated by British pilots and makes, the Tourist Trophy increased its fame and began to reach pilots from around the world eager to confront themselves with the British specialists; the first Italian pilot to appearing the twenties was Achille Varzi, in 1924, who was the first to complete a Tourist Trophy.
The driver who won most races on the circuit is Joey Dunlop, [image: image9.jpg]
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the British pilot who died in 2000 who was able to win 26 times, followed by another legend of motorcycling world, Mike Hailwood, with 14 victories. 


On the Isle of Man TT is lived like a rite. Among the stories to remember there is one linked to the times  board, a long wooden blackboard placed on the straight of the arrival, which since 1907 has been  updated with the times of pilots by young boy-scouts of the Isle of Man.











The Tourist Trophy





The Tourist Trophy is a legendary motorcycle race that is run, usually in the first week of June on the road circuit Snaefell Mountain Course, 60720 km circuit on the island of Man.


As highly dangerous as fascinating, since its first edition (1907) it has claimed many victims among the pilots who took part, the fault of a length of 60.7 km being  going between houses, walls, streetlamps and different climatic conditions,  all to redo for six times.








The Isle of Man is situated in the heart of the British Isles. The country is an internally self-governing dependent territory of the British Crown. It is not part of the United Kingdom.
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